
 
 
 
 
 
 

���������
 �����������������������	
	��	��
������� � 

70’s and 80’s hits 
performed as only 
Notorious know how at 
our next concert. 
 
We’ll be presenting 
some of our favourite 
Abba and Queen songs 
from our repertoire as 
well as exciting new 
arrangements.  
 
So we hope to see you 
for a canal-side 
rendezvous on Sunday 
24 April at 1pm.  You 

can find The James 
Brindley next to the 
Hyatt hotel, near 
Centenary Square in the 
centre of Birmingham. 
 

Fat Bottomed Swedes  

Take A Chance On 
Queen  
 
Join us for a drink and 
an informal afternoon of 
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� Queens Park Sinfonia as 

well as all of you for 
coming to enjoy the 
evening. 
 
We rounded off last year 
with a Christmas 
performance at The 
James Brindley pub.  I’m 
pleased to say they were 
so delighted with us that 
they’ve asked us back 
again in April.  It will be 
great to see you all then. 
 
Finally, I’m sad to say that 
I’m handing over the job 
of Chair to a capable 
successor.  I’ve enjoyed 
my time “in service” 
although I’m now looking 
forward to concentrating 
on singing! 
 
Richard Joinson 

As ever we’ve had a busy 
six months in Notorious. 
 
September saw us at 
Birmingham’s Artsfest on 
both the Bullring and 
Centenary Square stages 
and we were delighted to 
see familiar faces in the 
crowds. 
 
Between then and 
November we had our 
work cut out as we 
prepared for Mozart’s 
Requiem. However, All 
our efforts seemed to pay 
off as we were thrilled to 
perform at St Chad’s 
Cathedral to one of our 
biggest ever audiences. 
 
Thanks must be given to 
all involved on the night 
including Clare, Liz, Ian, 
Kerris and of course the 
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Notorious guide to… Singing Bass 

 
1. Sing notes which are lower than everyone else’s in the 

choir. 
2. If you don't know what the words are, sing “do”.  

Statistically, you are 382 times more likely to have to sing 
this word than any other. 

3. Singing bass has been proven by notorious' team of 
scientists to make your hair fall out (e.g. see photographic 
evidence below). 

4. Sing loudly when you see f or ff in the music.  But never 
sing as loud as you would while watching football or rugby 
or you will induce frowning on the face of the conductor. 

5. While singing, pull faces at the conductor and audience.  
This doesn't actually improve the quality of the music but 
sometimes raises a laugh.  
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Notorious Friends play a 
crucial role in ensuring that 
the choir can continue to 
thrive. 
 
Last term’s ambitious 
Mozart project was as 
successful as any of us 
could have hoped.  And we 
were delighted to receive 
so much positive feedback 
from you. 
 
We intend to go from 
strength to strength 
pursuing interesting and 
varied projects.  Another 
big orchestral collaboration 
is in the pipeline – watch 
this space! 
 



 

No.2 – OBH 
 
In most Notorious concerts Clare 
likes to have a few pieces that we 
can sing from memory, and she 
marks these on the rehearsal 
schedule as OBH, for Off By Heart.  
However, depending on the piece 
and its complexity, for the choir OBH 
can also mean "Oh Bl**dy Hell!" 
 
The extra effort is worth it though, as 
singing from memory adds an extra 
dimension to the performance.  

Without music to hold we can click 
fingers, clap or even indulge in a little 
bit of dancing.  Also there's no 
excuse not to look up and sing out to 
the audience. 
 
Having learned some pieces OBH for 
the Northern Ireland Tour, we were 
able to burst into song whenever and 
wherever the mood took us, whether 
that was in a boat sailing down the 
River Lagan, the Old Bushmills 
Distillery or the bar of the Causeway 
Hotel. 
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Notorious guide to… Singing Tenor 
 

1. Sing notes that are higher than the basses but 
lower than all of the womens voices.  This can be 
tricky so best to practice a bit first. 

2. Take time out from singing to either conduct, 
arrange music or accompany the choir on the 
piano.  On no account let any basses near the 
piano as they can only ever play like Les Dawson. 

3. If you can't remember the words, try singing “ah” 
and looking wistfully into the distance. 

4. You will be asked to sing higher than you ever 
thought possible. Relax, this is normal, if a trifle 
unfair. 

5. Singing tenor does not cause hair loss. 

 
Notorious guide to… Singing Alto 

 
1. Sing the notes left over at the bottom of the note-

bag that nobody else wants.  Love and cherish 
them, for they prove that you are a Skilled 
Musician and can do more than just Sing The 
Tune. 

2. If in doubt, sing “ooh”.  Try not to look too wistful 
while doing so as the tenors like to think they have 
cornered the market in wistfulness. 

3. You will be asked to sing lower than you ever 
thought possible.  Altos singing the very bottom 
notes are sometimes referred to as 'beards'. This 
is not a disparaging term but another way of 
recognising them as Skilled Musicians. 

4. Be wary of tenors and basses.  They look 
harmless but may wish to marry you. 

5. Singing alto does not cause hair loss. 

 
Notorious guide to… Singing Soprano 

 
1. If in doubt Sing the Tune.  This will get you a 

long way. 
2. Learn the words.  Everybody's going to be 

listening to you sing them.  Remember that 
unlike the tenors and basses, you can't 
sellotape the words onto the person standing in 
front of you, because you're in the front row. 

3. Sometimes you have to sing something else 
other than the tune.  Play nicely with the altos, 
tenors and basses and let them have their rare 
moments of tune-holding glory. 

4. Be wary of tenors and basses.  They look 
harmless but may wish to marry you. 

5. Singing soprano does not cause hair loss. 

Queens Park Sinfonia rehearsing at St Chad’s for Mo zart Requiem 


